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Pe coceene amen—eoer aaea | 
YO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Frienps & FeLrow-Cirizens, 


) HE period for a new EleGion of a Citi- 
zen, to adminifter the Executive Government of the 
United States, being not far diftant, and the time 
actually arrived, when your thoughts muft be em- 
ployed in defignating the perfon whois to be cloathed 
with that important truft, it appears to me proper, 
efpecially as it may conduce to a mor¢ difting ex- 
preffioh of the public voice, that Ifhould now ap- 
prife you of the refo/ution I have formed, to DE- 
CLINE being confidered among the number of thole, 
out of whom a choice is to be made. 


I sic you, at the fame time, to do me the juf- 
tice to be affured, that this refolution has not been 
taken, without a tri regard to all the confiderations 
appertaining to the relation which binds a dutiful -ci- 
tizen to his country ; and that, in withdrawing the 
tender of fervice which filence in my fituation might 
imply, I am influenced by no diminution of zeal for 
your future intereft ; no deficiency of grateful refpect 
for your patt kindnefs ; but am fupported. by a full 
conviction that the ftep is compatible with both. 


Tue acceptance of, and continuance hitherto, 
in the office to which your fuffrages have twice called 
me, have been a uniform facrifice of inclination to 
the opinion of duty, and toa deference for what ap- 
peared to be your defire. A conftantly hoped, that 
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it would have been much earlier in my power, cons 
fiftently with motives which I was not at liberty to 
difregard, to return to that retirement, from which [ 
had been relu@tantly drawn, The ftrength of my tn- 
clination to do this, previous to the laft ele€tion, had 
even led to the preparation of an addrefs to ‘declare it 
to you ; but mature refle&tion on the then, perplexed 
and critical pofture of our affairs with foreign nations, 
and the unanimous advice of perfons entitled to my 
confidence, impelled-me to abandon the idea. 


Treyotce that the:ftate of your conterns, ¢x- 


Mie : 
- ternalas well as internal, no longer renders the =pur- 


{uit of inclination incompatible with the fentim@nt of 
duty, or propriety ; and am perfuaded whatever par- 
tiality may be retainedfor my fervices, that in ‘the 


-prefent circumftances-of our country, you will not 
-difapprove my determination to retire. 


Tue imprefions with which I firft undertook 
the arduous truft, were explained on the proper occa- 
-fion. In the difcharge of this truft, d will only fay, 
that I have with good intentions, “contributed~ to- 
wards the organization and adminiftration of the 


“government, the beft exertions of which a very falli- 


le judgment was ¢apable. , Not unconfcious an-the 
outlet, of the inferiority of my qualifications, expe- 
rience in my own eyes, perhaps ftill more in the:eyes 
of others, has ftrengthened the motives to diffidence 
of myfelf; and every day the increafing weight of 
years admonifhes me more and more that the thade-of 
retirement is as neceflary to me as it will be welcome. 
Gatisfied that ifany circumftances-have given peculiar 
value to my fervices, they were temporary, Jhave the 
confolation to believe, that while choice. and prudence 
invite me to.quit the political {cene, patriotiim dors 


not forbidit. 


~ 
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Iw lookifig forward to the moment, which is in- 
tetided to terminate the career of my public life, my 
feclings'do not permit me to fufpend the deep ac= 
knowledgement of that! debt of gratitude which+¥ 

owe to my beloved country, for the many honours it 
has conferred upon me: ftill’ more for the’ ftedfaf 
confidencé with which it has fupported me 5 and for” 
the opportunities F have thence enjoyed of _manifefts’ 
ing-my inviolable attachment, by fervices faithful and’ 
perfevering; though in ufefulnefs unequal to my zeal,” 
If benefits have refulted to our country from thefe’ 
fervices, let it always be remembered to your praife, 


andas*aninftruGtive: example in our annals, that, 


under circumftances in which the paffions, agitated” 
in every direCtion, were liable to miflead, amidft ape‘ 
pearances fometimes dubious—viciffitudes of fortune : 
often difcouraging—in fituations in which not unfre- 
quently want of fuccefS has countenanced the fpirit of 
criticifm—the conftancy of your fupport was the ef-- 
fential prop of the efforts, and a guarantee of the 
plans by which they were effected—profoundly pene- 
trated with this idea, I fhall carry it with me to my 
grave, asa ftrong incitement to unceafing vows that’ 
Heaven miay continue to you the choiceft tokens of 
its benificence—that your union and brotherly affec-- 
tion may be perpetual—that the Free Conftitution, 
which is the work of your hands, may be facredly 


' maintained—that its adminiftration in every depart 


ment may be flamped with wifdom and vittue— 
that, in fine, the happinefs of the people of thefe 
States, under the aufpices of Liberty, may be made! 
complete, by fo careful-a prefervationand fo prudent 
a ule of this bleffing as will acquire to them the glo- 
ry of recommending it tothe applaufe, the affection 
and adoption of every nation which is yet‘a ftranger. 
toe. ee . 
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Hers, perhaps, I ought to ftop. . But a folicitude 
for your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, 
and the apprehenfion of danger, natural to that foli- . 
4 citude, urge me, on an occafion like the prefent, to 
offer to your folemn contemplation, and to recom- 
mend to your frequent review, fome fentiments, which 
are the refult of much refleétion, of no inconfiderable 
obfervation, and which appear to me ali important to 
the permanency of your felicity as a people. Thee 
will be offered to you with the more freedom, as. you 
can only fee in them the difinterefted warnings of a 
patting friend, who can poffibly haye no perfonal mo- , 
tive to bias his counfel. Nor can I forget, as.an. en- 
couragement to it, your indulgent reception of my. 
{entiments on a former and not difimilar occafion. 


INTERWOVEN as is the love of liberty with every 
ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of. mine 
ig neceffary. to fortify or confirm the attachment. 


_. Tue unity of government which conftitutes you 
one people, is alfo now dear to you. It isjuttly fos 
for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real. indess 
pendence, the fupport of.your, tranquility at home, 
your peace abroad ; of your fafety 5. of your _profpe.; 
rity ; of that very liberty which you fo highly. .prize. 
But.as it is. eafy to forefee, that from different caufes. 
and from different quarters, much pains will be taken,.. 
many artifices employed to weaken in your minds the. 
conviction of this truth ; as this is the point in your, 
political fortrefs againft which.the-batteries of , inter, 
nal and external enemies will be moft. conftantly and. 
actively (though often. covertly. and infidioufly) -di-. 


5 _ reéted, it is of infinite moment, that you fhould pro- 
‘ perly. eftimate the immenfe value _ of _ your. national. 
S union, to yout collective and individual happinefs 5 
: that you fhould cherifh a cordial, habitual and im- 
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moveable attachment to it, accuftoming yourfelves to 
think and fpeak of it as of the Palladium of your po- 
litical fafety and profperity : watching for its _prefer- 
vation with jealous anxiety : difcountenancing what- 
ever may fuggeft, even a fufpiciofi that itcan in any 
event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning upon 
the firft dawning of every attempt to alienate any por-_ 
tion of our country from. the reft, or to enfeeble the 
facred ties which now link together the various parts. 


_ For this you have every inducement of fympa- 
thy and intereft. Citizens by bifth or choice, of a 
common country; that country has a right. to. concen- 
trate your affections. The name of AMERICAN, 
which belongs to you, in your national capacity, muft 
always exalt the jutt pride of Patriotifm, more than 
any appellation derived from local difcriminations.— 
With flight fhades of difference, you have the fame 
religion, manners, habits and‘ political principles.— 
You have in a commion caufe fought and triumphed 
together ; the Independence and Liberty you poffefs 
are the work of joint councils and joint efforts, of 
commion dangers, fufferings and fuccefles. 


Bur thefe confiderations, however powerfully 
they addrefs themfelves to your fenfibility, are great- 
ly outweighed by. thofe which apply more immediate- 
ly to your intereft.—Here every portion of our coun 
try finds the moft commanding, motives for carefull? 
guarding and preferving the Union of the whole. 


Tue North, in an unreftrained intercourle with. 
the Sout, prote€&ted by the equal laws of a common 
government, finds inthe productions of the, latter, 
great additional refources of maritime and commerci- 
al enterprife, and precious materials of manufacturing 
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induftry.—The South, in the fame intercourfe, bene- 
fitting by the Agency of the North, fees its agricul- 
ture grow and its commerce expand. Turning partly 
into its own channels the feamen of the North, it finds 
its particular navigation invigorated ;—and while it 
contributes, in different ways, to nourifh and in- 
creafe the general mafs of the national navigation, it 
looks forward to the protection ofamatitime ftrength, 
to which itfelfis unequally adapted.—The Eaf, ina 
like intercourfe with the We/, already finds, and in 
the progreffive improvement of interior communica- 
tion by land and warer, willmore and more find a 
valuable vent for the commodities which it brings 
from abroad, or manufactures at home.—The We/, 


" derives from the Eaf fupplies requifite to its growth 


and comfort—and what is perhaps of ftill greater con- 
fequence, it muft of neceffity owe the fecure enjoy- 
ment of indifpenfable ou¢/ets for its own productions to 
the weight, influence, and the future maritime 
ftrength of the Atlantic fide of the Union, direéted 
by an indiffoluble community of intereft as one nation. 
Any other tenure by which the We can hold this ef- 
fential advantage, whether derived from its own fep- 
arate f{trength, or from an apoftate and unnatural con- 


~ neétion with any foreign power, mutt be intrinfically 


. precarious. 


Waite then every part of our country thus 
feels an immediate and particular intereft in Union, 
all the parts combined cannot fail to find in the unit- 
ed mafs of means and efforts greater ftrength, greater 
refource, proportionably greater fecurity from exter- 
nal danger, a lefs frequent interruption of their peace 
by foreign nations—and, what is of ineftimable yalue ! 
they ntuft derive from Union an exemption from 
thofe broils and wars between’ themielves,’ which {0 
frequently affli& neighbouring countries, not tied to- 
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gether by the fame government ;. which their own: 
rivalfhips alone would be fufficient to produce, but 
which oppofite foreign alliances, attachments and in- 
trigues, would ftimulate and embitter.—-Hence like- 
wife they will avoid the neceffity of thofe overgrown. 
military eftablifhments which under any form of gov- 


ernment are inaufpicious to liberty, and which are ta 


be regarded as particularly hoftile to Republican Lib- 
erty ; in this fenfe it is, that your Union ought to 
be confidered as a main prop of your liberty, and 
that the love of the one ought to endear to you the 
prefervation of the other, 


Tuese confiderations {peak a perfuafive language 
to every reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit a 
continuance of the Union as a primary object of Pat- 
riotic defire.—Is there a doubt whether a common 
government can embrace fo large a {phere >—Let ex- 
perience folve it. To liften to mere {peculation in 
fuch a cafe were criminal. We are authorifed to 
hope that a proper organization of the whole, with 
the auxiliary agency of governments for the ‘refpect- 
ive fubdivifions, will afford a happy ifflue to the ex- 
periment. Tis well worth a fair and full experiment. 
With fuch powerful and obvious motivesto Union, — 
affecting all parts of our country, while experience 
fhall not have demonftrated its impracticability, there 


- will alwaysbe reafon to diftruit the patriotifm of thofe 


who in any quarter may endeayour to weaken its” 
bands. 


Iw contemplating the caufes which may difturb 
out Union, it occurs as matter of ferious concern, 
that any ground fhould have been furnifhed for char- 
acterifing parties by Geographical difcriminations— 
Northern and Southern—Atlantic and Weftern—whence 
defizning men may endeavour to excite a belief that 
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there is a real difference of local interefts and views.—. 
One of the expedients of party to acquire influence, 
within particular diftri€ts, is to mifreprefent the opin- 
ions and aims of other diftri&s. ‘You caiinot  fhield 
yourfelves too much againft the jealoufies and heart- 
burnings which fpring from thefe mifreprefentations : 
they tend to render alien to each other thofe who 
ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. — 
The inhabitants of our ‘weftern ‘country have lately 
had a ufeful leffon on this head; they have feen, in 
the negociation by the Executive, andin the unani- 
mous ratification by the Senate, of the ‘Treaty with 
Spain, and in the univerfal fatisfa@ion at that event, 
throughout the United States, a decifive proof how 
unfounded were the fufpicions propagated among 
them of a policy inthe General Government and in 
the Atlantic States, untriendly to their interefts in 
tegard to the Mifi/ippi : they have been witnels to 
the formation of two treaties—that with Great-Bri- 
taia and that with Spain—which fecure to them every 
thing they can defire,- in refpe& to our foreign rela- 
tions, towards confirming their profperity.— Will it 
not be their wifdom to rely for: the prefervation of 
thefe advantages on the union by which they were 
procured ? Will they not henceforth he deaf to thofe 
advifers, if fuch there-are, who. would fever them 
from their brethren and conneét them with aliens > 


To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, 
a government for the whole is indifpenfable—No al- 
lances, however ftrict, between the Parts, can be an 
adequate fubftitute ; they muft inevitably. experience 
the infractions and interruptions which all alliances in 
all times have experienced. Senfible of this momen= 
tous truth, you have improved upon your firlt effay, 
by the adoption of a conttitution of government bet- 
ter calculated than your former for an intimate Union, 
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and for the efficacious management of your common 
concerns. This Government, the offspring of our 
own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, adopted up-. 
on full inveftigation and mature deliberation, com- 


pletely free in its principles, in the diftribution of its — 


powers, uniting fecurity with energy, and containing 
within itfelfa provifion for its own amendment, has a 
juft claim to your confidence and your fupport.— 
Refpect for its authority, compliance with its laws, 
acquiefcence in its mealures, are duties enjoined by 
the fundamental maxits of true liberty. The bafis 
of our political fyftems is the right of the people to 
make and toaiter their conftitutions of Government 
But the conftitution which at any time exifts, un- 
til changed by an explicit and authentic act of the 
whole people, ‘is facredly obligatory upon all. The 
very idea of the power and the right of the people to 
eftablith government, prefuppofes the duty of every 
individual to obey the eftablifhed government. 


Axx obftruétions to the execution of the laws, 
all combinations and affociations, under whatever 
plaufible character, with the real defign to dire¢t, 
controul, counteraét or awe the regular deliberation 
and attion of the conftituted authorities, are deftruct- 
ive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal tenden- 
cy. They ferve to organize faction, and to give it 
an artificial and extraordinary torce—to put in the 
place of the delegated will of the nation, the will. of a 
party, often a {mall but artful and. enterprifing ~mi- 
nority of the community ; and, according to the al- 
ternate triamphs of different parties, to make the pub- 


_ lick adminiftration the mirror of the ill-concerted and 
: 23 ee projects of faction, rather than the  or- 


gan of confiftent and wholefome plans, digefted by 
common councils, and modified by mutual interefts, 


ie 
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Howrver combinations or affociations of the 
above defcription may now and then anfwer popular 
ends, they are likely in the cour(le of time and things, 
to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambi- 
tious and unprincipled men will be enabled to fubvert 
the power of the people, and to ufurp for themfelyes 
the reins of government, deftroying afterwards the 
very engines which have lifted them to unjuft domin- 
jon. 


Towarps the prefervation of your government, 
and the permanency of your prefent happy fate, it is 
tequifite, not only that you fteadily difcountenance 
irregular oppofition to its. acknowledged authority, 
but alfo that you refift with care the {pirit of innova- 
tion upon its principles, however {pecious . the pre- 
texts. One method of affault may be to effect, in 
the forms of the conftitution, alterations which wil! 
impair the energy of the fyflem, and thus to. under- 
mine what cannot,.be directly overthrown. In all the 
changes to which you may be invited, remember that 
time and habit are at leaft as neceflary to fix a true 
character of governments as of other human infti- 
tutions—that experience is the fure(t ftandard, by 
which to teft the real tendency of the exifting Confti- 
tution of a country—that facility in changes upon 
the credit of mere hypothefis and opinion, expofes to 
perpetual change, from the endle(s variety of hypoth- 
efis and opinion ; and remember, efpecially, that for 
the efficient management of your common interefts, 

in a country fo extenfiveas ours, a government of as 
much vigour as is confiftent with the perfect fecurity 
of liberty, is indifpenfable. Liberty itfelf will find 
in fuch a government, with powers properly diftribu- 
ted and adjutted, its fureft guardian. It is, indeed, 
little lefs than a name, where the government is too 
feeble to withftand the enterprifes of faction, to con- 
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fine each member of fociety within. the limits pre- 
{cribed by the laws, and to maintain all in the fecure 
and tranquil enjoyment of the rights of perfon and 


property. 


I Have already intimated’to you, the danger of 
parties in the ftate, with peculiar reference to. the 
founding of them on geographical difcriminations. 
Let me now take a miore comprehenfive view, and 
warn you inthe moft folemn manner againit the 
baneful effects of the fpirit of party, generally. 


Tuis fpirit, unfortunately, is infeparable from 
our nature, having its root in the ftrongeft paffions of 
the human mind. It exifts under different fhapes in 
all governments, more or lefs Rtifled, controuled, or 
teprefled ; but in thofe of the popular form, it isfeen 
in its greateft ranknefs, and is truly their worft ene- 
ny. 


Tue alternate domination of one faction over 
another, fharpened by the f{pirit of revenge, natural 
to party diffention, which in different ages and coun- 
tries has perpetrated the moft horrid enormities, is 
itfelf a frightful defpotifm.—But this leads at length — 
toa.more formal and permanent’ defpotifm. The 
diforders and miferies, which refult, gradually incline 
the minds of men to feek fecurity and repofe in the 
abfolute power of an individual : and fooner or later 
the chief of fome prevailing faction, more able or 
more fortunate than his competitors, turns this dif 
pofition to the purpofes of his own elevation, on the 
ruins of public liberty. 


Wirxovr looking forward toan extremity of 
this kind (which neverthelefs ought not to be entires 
ly out of fight) the common and continual mifchiefs 
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; of the init of party a are fufficient to pe it he: ine 
-tereft and duty of a wife people to fees and re- 


train it: 


Ir frees always to diftrad the nes councils, 
and enfeeble the public adminiftration. It agitates _ 
the community with ill-founded jealoufies and falfe 
alarms ; kindles the animofity of one part againtt 

another ; ; foments,. occafionally, riot and infurrection. 
‘It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, 
which find a facilitated accefs to the government it- 
felf, through thechannels of party paffions. . Thus — 
the policy and will of one country are fubjected to the 
Policy and will of another. 


; TuERe is an opinion that parties in ey coun 
tries are len) checks upon the adminiftration of the 


fant ee of excels, the effort aera to. “Bes BF 
: force of public opinion, to mitigate and affuage 3 it: 
Thee A fire not to be quenched ; it den 
_ vigilance to prevent its buriting into a flame, ie, 
inftead of weey its fhoul ie. Ve 


leit refpecti : conftitutional 
he -exercile, of the powers of one 
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department to encroach upon another. The {piri 

of encroachinent tends to confolidate the powers of 
all the departments in one, and thus to create, what- 
ever the formof government, a real defpotifm: A 
jult eftimate of that love of power, and pronenefs. to 
dbufe it, which predominates in the‘human heart, as 
fufficient to fatisfy us of the truth of this pofition.— 
The neceffity of reciprocal checks in the exercife of 
political power, by dividing and diftributing it into 
different depofitories, and conftituting each the Guar- 
dian of the Public Weal againft invafions by the oth- 
ers, has been evinced. by experiments: ancient and 
modern : fome of them in our own country and-ua- 
det dur own eyes.’ To preferve ‘them muft be as ne- 
ceflary as to inftitute them. If, in the opinion of the 
People, diftribution or modification of the conftitu- 
tional powers be in any patticular wrong, let it. be 
corrected by an amendment in the way which the con- 
ftitution defignates.—But let there be no change by 
ufurpation; for though this, in one inftance, may 
be the inftrument of good, it is the cuftomary weap- 
on by which free governments are deftroyed. The 
precedent mutt always greatly overbalance in perma 
nent evil any partial or tranfient benefit which the 
ufe can at any time yield. 


Or all the difpofitions and habits: which lead to 
political profperity, Religion and Morality areindif- 
penfable fupports. Invain would that man claim the 
tribute of patriotiftn, who fhould labour to fubvert 
thefe great pillars of human happinefs, thefe firmelt 
props of the duties of Men and Citizens. The mere 
politician, equally with the pious man, ought to 
refpect and to cherifh them. A volume, could not 
trace all their conne@tions with private and public fe- 
licity: Let it fimply beafked, where: is the fecurity 

oe : 
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for property, for reputation, for life, if the fenfe of 
religious obligation defert the oaths, which. are the in- 
ftruments of inveftigation in Courts of Juftice ? And 
let us with caution indulge the fuppofition, that mo- 
rality can be maintained without religion. Whatever 
may be conceded to the influence of refined education 
on minds of peculiar Rructure, reafon and experience 
both forbid us to expeét that national morality can 
prevail in exclufion of religious principle. 


’Tis fubftantially true, that virtue or morality 
is a neceflary {pring of popular government. The 
rule indeed extends with more or lefs force to every 
ees of free government. Who that is a-fincere 
riend to it can look with indifference upon attempts 
to fhake the foundation of the fabric ? 


Promorsg, then, as an obyeét of primary im- 
portance, inftitutions for the general diffufion of 
knowledge. In proportion as theftru@ture of govern- 
ment gives force to public opinion, it is efficient that 
public opinion thould be enlightened. 


As a very important fource of ftrength and {e- 
curity, cherifh public credit. One method of pre= 
ferving it is to ufe it as fparingly as poffible ; avoid- 
ing occafions of expence, by cultivating peace, but 
remembering alfo that timely difburfements to pre- 
pare for danger frequently prevent much greater dif- 
burfements to repel it ; avoiding likewife the accumu- 
lation of debt, not only by fhunning occafions of ex» 
pence, but by vigorous exertions in time of peace to 
difcharge the debts which unavoidable wars may have 
occafioned, not ungeneroufly throwing upon pofterity 
the burthen which we ourfelves ought to bear. The 
execution of thefe maxims belongs to your reprefent- 
atives, but it is neceflary that public opinion fhould 
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co-operate. ‘To facilitate to them the performance of 
their duty, it is eflential that you fhould practically 
bear in mind, that towards the payment of debts there 
muft be a revenue: that to have revenue there muft 
betaxes ; that no taxes can be devifed which are not 
more or lefs inconvenient and unpleafant ; that — the 
intrinfic embarraffment infeparable from the {election 
of the proper objeéts (which is always a choice of dif- 
ficulties) ought to be a decifive motive for a candid 
conftruéction of the conduétof the government in ma- 
king it, and for a fpirit of acquiefcence in. the mea- 
fures for obtaining Revenue which the public exigen- 
cies may at any time diGate. er; 


OzsERve good faith and juftice towards all na- 
tions; cultivate peace and harmony with all ; Religion 
and Morality enjoin this conduét ; and can it be that 
good policy does notequally enjoinit ? It will be wor- 
thy ofa free, enlightened, and, at no diftant period, 
agreat Nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous 
and too novel example ofa people always guided by 
gn exalted juftice and benevolence. Who can doubt 
that in the courfe of time and things the fruits of fuch 
a plan would richly repay any temporary advantages 
which might be loft by a fteady adherence to it? Can 
it be, that Providence has not connetted the perma- 
nent felicity of a Nation with its Virtue ?’ The expe- 
riment, at leaft, is recommended by every fentiment 
which ennobles human nature. Alas! is it rendered, 
impoffible by its vices ? fe FAG 


In the execution of fuch a plan, nothing~ is 
‘more effential than that permanent, inveterate antip- 
athies againft particular Nations, and paffionate at- 
tachments for others, fhould be excluded ; and that 
in place of them, juftand amicable feelings towards. 
all fhould be cultivated. The Nation, which indul-, 
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ges towards another an habitual hatred, \or an ha- 
bitual fondnels, is in {ome degree a flaye. It is a 
flave to its animofity or to its affection, either of 
which is fufficient to lead it aftray from its duty and 
its intereft.. Antipathy in one nation againft anoth- 
er difpofs each more readily to offer infult and inju- 
ty;. to Jay hold of flight caufes of umbrage, and to 
be haughty and intractable, when accidental “or tri- 
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ite nation, fadility to betray or faerifice the interefts 
of their own country, without cdium, fometimes 
even with popularity ; gilding with the appearances 
of a virtuous fenfe of obligation, commendable de- 
ference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal for pub- 
lic good, the bafe or foolifh compliances ofambition, 
ter ipa or infatuation. 


As avenues to foreign influence in. innumerable 
ways, fuch-attachménts are peculiarly alarming. ta 
{het truly enlightened.and independent. patriot. ‘How 
‘many opportunities do they afford to tamper with do- 
meftic fations, -to practice the arts of feduction, to 
miflead public opinion, to influence or awe the pub- 
lic Councils ! Such an attachment of aifmallorweak, 
‘towards a great and powerful nation,: darker vais for- 
‘mer to be a fattellite of the latter. a 


Acatinst the infidious wiles of foreign influ- 
ence (I conjure'you to believe: mé, fcllow-citizens,) 
the jealoufy ofa free people ought tobe © confantly 
awake ; firice hiftory and expefience“'prove-that for- 
cign influenée is one of the moft banefal foesiof -Re- 


‘publi ican Government. “But that jealoufyjto be: ufeful, 


muft be impartial ; elfe it becomes tle iAeeae of 
the very influence to be avoided, inftead of a defence 
againftit. —Exceffive partiality for one foreign nation, 
and of exceflive diflike of another, caufe thofe whom 
they actuate to fee danger oaly on one fide, ‘and ferye 


‘to veiland éven {eeond | the atts of i attaenoe onthe 
“other.—Real Patriots, who may refift the intrigues of 


the favourite, are liable to become fufpeétedand odi- 
ous; while its tools and dupes ufurpthe applaufe and 


confidence of the people,’ to furrender their interefts, 


Tue great rule of condué for us, in “regard to 


“foreign nations, is in extending our on cials ae- 
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lations, to have with them as little political connec- 
tion as poffible. So far as we have already formed 
engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect good 
faith.—Here let us ftop. 


Europe has a fet of primary interefts, which to 
us have none, or a very remote relation. Elence fhe 
muft be engaged in frequent controverfies, the caules 
of which are efféntially foreign to our. concerns. 
Hence, therefore, it muft be uawife in us to impli- 
cate ourfelves, by artificial ties, in the ordinary vi- 
eiffitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combina- 
ticns and collifions of her friendfhips, or damities, 


. Our detached and diftant fituation invites and 
enables us to purfue a differentcourfe. If we remain 
one people, under an efficient government, the. pe- 
siod 1s not far off, when we may defy material injury 
from external annoyance ; when we may take fuch 
an attitude as will caufe the neutrality, we may at any 
‘time refolw upon,to be fcrupuloufly refpeéted ; when 
belligerent nations, under the impoffibility of making 
aequifitions upon us, will not lightly hazard the giy- 
ing us provocation ; when we may choofe peace or 
war, as our intereft, guided by jultice, fhall counfel. 


Way forego the advantages of fo peculiar a fit- 
uation? Why quit our own to ftand upon foreign 
- ground? Why, by interweaving our deftiny with 
that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and, 
' profperity in the toils of European ambition, rival- 
thip, intereft, humour or caprice ? 


*T rs our true policy to fteer clear of permanent 
alliances, with any portion of the foreign world; fo 
far, I mean, as we are now at liberty todo it ; for 
let me pot be underftood as capable of patronifing in- 
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fidelity to exifting engagements. I hold the maxim 
no lefs applicable to public than to private affairs, that 
honefty is always the beft policy. Irepeat it, there- 
fore, let thofe engagements be obferved in their gen- 
uiné fenfe. But, in my opinion, it would be unne- 
ceflary and would be unwife to extend them. 


Taxinc care always to keép ourfelves, by fuit- 
able eftablifhments, on a refpectabledefenfive pofture, 
we may fafely truft to temporary alliances for extra- 
ordinary emergencies. 


Harmony, liberal intercourfe with all nations, 
are recommended by policy, humanity and intereft. 
But even our commercial policy fhould hold an equal 
and impartial hand ; neither feeking nor granting ex- 
clufive favouts or preferences ; Poatolee the natural 
courfe of things ; diffufing and diverfifying by gentle 
means the ftreams of commerce, but forcing nothing ; 


eftablifhing, with powers fo difpofed, in order to . 


give trade a {table courfe, to define the rights of our 
merchants, and to enable the government to fup- 
port them, conventional rules ef intercourfe, the beft 
that prefent circumftances and mutual opinion will 
permit, but.temporary, and liable to be from time to 
time abandoned or varied, as experience and circum- 
ftances fhall di@tate; conftantly keeping in view, 
that ’tis folly in one nation to look for difinterefted 
favours from another ; that it muft pay with a por- 
tion of its independence for whatever it may accept 
under that character ; that by fuch acceptance, it 
may place itfelf in the condition of having given equi- 


valents for nominal favours, and vet of being re-, 


proached with ingratitude for not giving more.— 
There can be no greater error than to expect, or cal- 
culate upon real favours from nafion to nation. ’Tis 
an illufion which experience muft cure, which ajuft 
pide ought to difcard. . 
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In offering to you, my countrymen, thefe coun- 
fels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope 
they will make the ftrong and lafting impreffion I 
could with ; that they will controul the ufual cur- 
rent of the paflions, or prevent our nation from run- 
ning the courfe which has hitherto marked the defti- 
ny of nations : But if I may even flatter myfelf, “that 
they may be productive of {ome partial benefit, fome 
‘occafional good ; that they may nowand then recur 
to moderate the fury of party {pirit, to warn againft 
the mifchiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard againft the 
impofture of pretended patriotifm ; this hope will be 
a full recompence for the folicitude for your welfare, 
by which they have been. dictated. 


How far in the difcharge of my official duties, — 
T have been guided by the principles which have been _ 
delineated, the public records and other evidences of 
my condué mutt witnefs to you and to the world.— 
To myfelf, theaffurance.of my own. con{cience.. is, 
that Ihave at leat believed myfelfto be guided by 
them. 


_. -In relation to the ftill fubfifting warin Europe, 
‘my Proclamation of the 22d of April, 1793, is the 
index to my plan. Sanétioned by your approving 
voice, and by that of your Reprefentatives in both 
Houfes of Congrefs, the fpirit of that meafure has , 
continually governed me: uninfluenced by any at- 

~ tempts to deter or divert me from it. 


| Arrer deliberate examination, with the aid of 
i _the beft lights I could obtain, I was well fatisfied that 
| -eur country, under all the circumftances of the cafe, 
had a right to take, and was bound in duty and _in- 
“tereft to take a neutral pofition. Having taken it, I 

~ determined, as far as fhould depend upon me, to — 
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fnaintain it, with moderation, perfeverance and firm= 
nefs. 


‘Tue confiderations which  refpect the right to 
hold this conduct, it1s not neceflary on this occafion 
to detail. Lwillonly obferve, that according to my 
under{tanding of the miatter, the right,.fo far from 
being denied by any of the Belligerent Powers, has 
been virtually admitted by all. ‘ 

‘Tur duty of holdinga neutral.condu& may be 
inferred without any thing more, from the obligation 
which juftice and humanity impofe om every nation, 
in cafes in which it is free toa, to maintain invio- 
late the relations of peace and amity towards other 
‘nations. ; 

Tue inducements of intereft for obferving that 
condué will beft be referred to. your.own. reflections 
andexperience. With meapredominant motive has 
been to endeavour to gain time to our country to fet- 
tle and mature its yet recent inftitutions, and to pro- 
grefs without interruption, to that degree of firength 
and confiftency, which is neceflary to give it, human- 
ly fpeaking, the command of its own fortunes. 


THovucs in reviewing the incidents of my ad- 
miniftration, Iam unconf{cious of intentional error, I 
am neverthelefs too fenfible of my defects not to think 
it probable that I may have committed many errors. 
Whatever they may be, I fervéntly befeech the Al- 
mighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which they 
may tend. I fhallalfo carrywith me the hope that 
my country will never ceafe to view them with indul- 
“gence, and that after forty-five years of my life dedi- 
cated to its fervice with an upright zeal, the faults of 
incompetent abilities will be configned to oblivion, as > 
“muyfelf muft foon be to the manfions of reft. 
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Relying on its kindnefs in this as in other things, 

and aétuated by that fervent love towards it, which 
is fo natural to a man who views in it the native foil 
of himfelf and his progenitors for feveral generations 5 
T anticipate with pleafing ex peCtation that re- 
treat, in which I promife my(elf to realize, without 
alloy, the fweet enjoyments of partaking in the midft 
of my fellow-citizens, the benign influence of good 
laws under a free government—the ever favourite ob- 
jeQvof my heart, and the happy reward, as liruft, of 
our mutual cares, labours and dancers. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON. 


Uniren Sparns, SEPTEMBER 27, 1790. 
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